Anti-Christ Today: In and Out of the Church
1 John 2:18-29

Doug Hayes, July 11, 2010

The sermon text for this morning is 1 John 2:18-29
Please stand and give attention to the reading of Christ’s Word to us this morning. 

18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life. 
26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. 
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him. 
Prayer of illumination

Almighty and ever-loving Father, who has made known the incarnation of your Son by so many witnesses that our faith in Him is neither vain nor without hope in this life or the next. Bring light to our darkness, and give us understanding to that we may live according to the light of the Word of Life, even our Lord Jesus Christ.    Amen. 


Have you ever felt the pressure of mind to wonder if the faith that we cling to is somehow wrong or wishful thinking? I mean – given the naturalistic assumptions that prevail in the worldviews of our day (which we, sad to say, cannot wholly be devoid of), doesn’t the story of the Bible seem fantastic and unbelievable? 
I was talking with someone recently in this church that was asking me this very question. Think about it: Creation is six regular days; All of humanity descended from Adam and Eve; all of the woes of humanity began with a single bite of food; a worldwide flood; God orchestrating all of human history according to His plan; His intervention in the world both in ordinary ways and extraordinary ways – like miracles; and the strangest of all: that God would come in human flesh, dwell sinlessly among us, die (yeah, like God can die), be physically raised from the death (yeah, like that’s going to happen), and rule all things so that the last 2000 years of history is what He has determined to happen? That the Christian Church, with all of its flaws and decidedly sinful actions throughout history God would claim as His people?
I had to answer yes – through the years I’ve wondered about veracity of this incredible story – and yet I simply believe it, cling to it, rely on the truth of it and desire to live by it. Those who, like me, have struggled in faith, are not alone. Throughout the history of God’s people these questions have always raised concerns that have disquieted the hearts and minds of godly believers, and the not so godly. Paul, in 1 Cor. 1, said of struggle of the Christian story, of the gospel:
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” 

20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 
This struggle to keep the faith once delivered to the saints was the very problem that John addresses in his epistles. The first century Christians struggled, just like we do, to make sense of the gospel story in a world that can make no sense of it at all. This is why he took such great pains to both give his readers a sense of assurance of their knowledge and faith, and to help them to draw clear distinctions between them and those who are of the world. There are a number of very interesting topics in our text today that we could spend several weeks on, like: the anti-Christ, the last hour, apostasy, anointing of the Holy Spirit and profound knowledge – all of which we will touch on. But I’ve decide to stay close to John’s message to his readers so that that we can more readily apply this passage to our lives.

John began the book by saying that his readers have fellowship with him, the other Apostles and each other based on the message preached to them about Jesus having come in the flesh to bring light into the darkness of the world. Those having come into the light of Jesus are distinguishable from those who remain in darkness by their attitude toward sin, and the way they love one another. In 2:33-11 John gave them moral and social tests to discern who those who remain in darkness are, who remain in the world. And in 2:12-17 John wants them to understand that they are children of God, and that as such, they are not to love the world and its desires. The world and its desires are passing away – but those who do the will of God abides/ remains forever. 
The Last Hour and Anti-Christ  (2:18)
Again in 2:18 he addressed them as his little children, indicating that he views them as those who need to come under his instruction so that they will have assurance of who they are in Christ. Now he indicates that his message is urgent, given the time it is in the history of the Church; which he calls “the last hour.” 

Given common Evangelical misconceptions about this passage it is important to know what John was referring to. Often this passage is thought to be saying something about the end of history because Christ will return when the antichrist is in the world. Thus, John must have been warning his readers (past and present) to be faithful throughout history (now 2000 years) we can have confidence when Jesus appears (2:28-29). But when he wrote about the “last hour” he does not mean that it is a time that is always close to us – God does not play with words like that – he means that something is nearing the end. Either John was wrong (and it turns out that it wasn’t the last hour) or he was talking about something other than the end of the space-time universe. 
Christians knew themselves to be in the last days, as time when the new age had come and the age of the Old Covenant darkness was passing away (vv. 8, 17). They were living in a transitional time when both the old and then new operated together. The New Testament teaches to the original readers that Christ was coming soon to bring judgment upon the wicked and salvation to His people. These prophecies were fulfilled in the event surrounding the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD. This was so significant because it was the Jews who not only rejected Christ, but has also persecuted the Church. The promise of Christ’s coming in judgment at the end of the age was truly good news for Christians because it would essential eliminate the Jewish persecutions of the Church. 
One of the evidences that it was the last hour is that “even now many antichrists have come (v. 18). The world anti-Christ only occurs in the Bible in John’s letters (1 Jn. 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 Jn.  7). 

2:18 
Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.

2:22 
Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 
4:1-3 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.
1 Jn. 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.
For John, the word that he made up, anti-Christ literally means against Christ. For him an anti-Christ is anyone who is a liar that denies that Jesus is the Christ (2:18), denies that Jesus Christ has come [from God the Father] in the flesh (4:3), and is a deceiver/teacher do not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh – That is a deceiver and an antichrist (2 Jn. 7). Notice the importance of the incarnation – to deny that Jesus is truly God, come an taken on human flesh so that He is both truly God and truly man is to deny that Jesus is the Christ, the promised Messiah (which is what “Christ” means – both words meaning “anointed one”). 
Who, in the first century, would be an antichrist – denying that Jesus is the Messiah? Of course, the pagan idolaters would have denied that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah – the King that would overthrow the power of the kings of the world. The pagans, in their unbelief, would have denied Christ every bit as violently as the Jews because Christians refused to acknowledge Caesar as the uncontested ruler of all the world. For the most part – the first century pagans would have been willing to allow Christians to live among them, just as they did the Jews and all the other various religious sects, so long as the Christians would swear allegiance to Caesar and the Roman Empire. Of course, Christians could never do that and so the gospel caused a stir both among the Jews and the pagans – both of which became anti-Christ. 

The first and primary reference would be to the Jews and the Judaizers that believed in Jesus is some sense, but not as the Apostles taught. They were the only ones in the world that were anticipating that God would send the Christ/Messiah to bring them out of exile and under the domination of the Romans. They did not necessarily understand that the coming of Christ would be God in human flesh. They did not believe that Jesus was the Christ, the promised Messiah when He was alive, or after they had Him killed on the cross – and they certainly did not believe that He was raised from the dead and sits at the right hand of the Father. To them, that foolishness was simply a lie told by the heretical cult of the Christians. So they opposed the gospel story, and denied altogether that Jesus was the Christ. They were against Christ and against His people, the Church. They were anti-Christ. 
And so, in the last hour, John’s little children needed to be reminded that they are indeed believing and living according to the truth of God. They needed to be reminded, as John did in 2:28, that Jesus was coming soon to deal with the Jews and Judaizers, and tear down their last fortress, the temple in Jerusalem. 
Apostasy and Perseverance (2:19)
John knows what time it is, the last hour, because Jesus made predictions about false prophets and false christs coming before the end of the Old Covenant age (Matt. 24:22-24, 4:1). As we saw before, John’s readers had been taught this. Not only so, but Jesus also taught that there would be apostasy inside of the church. Matthew 24:11-12 says: “Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.” Apostasy is a desertion from the faith – to reject or deny the faith once claim or believed in. Jesus predicted that many would defect from the Church because of both deception and lawlessness (unrighteousness). Here in 1 John we read: 
“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.” 

The deniers of Christ, the anti-christs, started out with the Apostles in Jerusalem but did not hold to the same doctrine and teachings of the Apostles about Jesus. When persecution came to the Church in Jerusalem, Christians left and spread throughout the world – so do the false teachers. They may have come initially from the same place geographically, but they were never of the same mind as the true teachers of the faith. Thus, again, in chapter 4 John takes up this problem and says that these anti-Christ, Christ-denying teachers need to be tested and not just believed in. They have an audience with the world, with all its desires, 2:15-17 (4:1, 5), but they do not teach the true and must be resisted and overcome, “because He that is in [us] is greater than he that is in the world” (4:4). They speak as those who have been in some sense part of the Church, but having left it speak both to the world and for the world. 
John is saying in this letter that his children in the faith can overcome the wicked one (2:13-14; 4:4) by rejecting the false teaching and living of those who are against Christ. 
The same is true for us today. We can overcome the wicked one, the false teachings of those who are against Christ, and remain faithful to Him both in what we confess with our mouths and how we live our lives. We do not need to be doubtful and concerned about the truth. We can avoid becoming like those who have apostatized from the faith. We can persevere in the faith because God preserves His people through all the temptation and difficulties and backslidings. Those whom God has loved and chosen in Him before the foundation of the world will in fact continue in faith because of His mercy. And yet – this an many other passages in scripture clearly teach that there exists a real danger of apostasy. Heb. 6:4-6 tells us:  

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 
if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.
John makes it clear that the sign of true faith is “remaining with us.” When apostates “go out,” that is the signal that whatever they experienced of Jesus and the Holy Spirit among the people of God, they do not and did not really have Christ – and as we shall see, nor did they have a relationship with the Father.
Anointing and the Truth Taught (2:20-27)
John is confident that his readers (and us) will be preserved from the error of false teachers for two reasons: 1) We have an anointing from the Holy One, and 2) We have the teachings of the Bible and the teachers God has given to His Church. 
There is an interesting play on words here in 2:20 & 27. The word “Christ” [cristos] means “anointed one,” and the word “anointing” [crisma] is related to it. Thus, if we are in Christ, the anointed one, we have an anointing from the Holy One [which is the Spirit]. Whereas the ones that are anti-christ did not remain in Christ and the church with its anointed teaching (from the Holy One) – those who remain or abide in Christ (the anointed one) have an anointing (crisma) from Christ that maintains us. We don’t have to be confused in this world about Christ – because of have become ourselves anointed ones who are faithful to Christ because of the Holy Spirit. We are able to remain in Christ (like the anti-christs) because the anointing we received from Him remains in us (2:27). 

How have we come to be anointed? In the Old Testament, priest and kings were anointed, and John is implying that we are all priests and kings. Throughout the scriptures anointing is associated with the Holy Spirit, who empowers priests and kings to fulfill their roles among God’s people. The Messiah in Isaiah describes Himself as being anointed with the Spirit, and Jesus applies these words to Himself in His first sermon in Nazareth, and Peter in the book of Acts says that God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power to do His ministry (Is. 61:1; Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38). The anointing refers to the gift of the Spirit, which is poured on the Church and who leads the Church into truth (Jn. 16:13; 1 Cor. 2:10). Because we have been anointed with the Holy One, we know the truth and can overcome the anti-christs of the world. Just as Jesus was declared to be the Beloved Son of God by the Father and the Spirit came down upon Him at His baptism, so too, our baptism is the anointing of the Holy One which we received. All believers share the anointing of Jesus, all are holy with the anointing of the Holy One, all are priests and kings and have the empowerment to minister in the church and overcome Christ’s enemies.
The second thing that preserves us from the errors of those who are against Christ is the teachings of the Apostles and the scriptures. V. 20 says we “know all things” because of the anointing, and v. 27 says that we “do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things…” Clearly, John is not saying that we have no need for any kind of human teachers because we have the anointing of the Holy Spirit – or he would not have needed to have written to them. What he meant is that they did no need teachers to give them something they had not heard before, as if the teachings of the Apostles were not good enough. Indeed, they need the teachings they heard from the beginning (2:24), and it needs to remain in them. And it can remain in them without confusion from the false teachers because they have the anointing of the Holy Spirit. We continue to need the teachings of the apostles in the scriptures. The Holy Spirit brings to our understanding of what has already been given to us in the Bible. Anything that is contrary to that word is not an additional and necessary part of the faith – it is a lie. False teachers are false and deceptive because they are able to make arguments that contradict the truth in ways that seem sufficiently close to the truth that it makes us doubt our faith. But John wants us to be assured – no matter how convincing they are – if they contradict the scriptures they are against Christ. And if they are against Christ – they are against the Father as well (2:22-23). They have nothing of the Christian religion.  But those who remain faithful to the scriptures have the assurance that they will have an eternal relationship with both the Son and the Father by the anointing of the Holy Spirit.
Denial of Christ Today Outside the Church ( In

What does the world say about Jesus? Hardly anyone would claim that He did not exist, or was not a good man whose moral teachings are good for the world. Jesus did not come into this world as a mere good man, a mere manifestation of God, or simply a good teacher – all of which modern men are willing to confess. But few would bow the knee to him. 

These Jesus appreciators are also anti-christs because they deny that He is God in human flesh. The result is that we are patted on the head as ignorant children that don’t really know the truth about anything important. When we grow up we’ll think like them. The result is that we can be made to feel embarrassed about our faith – as if we are somehow not really enlightened and well enough informed. 

Wanting to cast the bonds and cords of God from their lives, today men refuse to acknowledge Jesus as the King, whom the Father set on His holy hill – and rules all things from His right hand. Psalm 2 tells us that He is the only begotten son of the Father – and all the earth has been given to Him. Thus, all men must kiss the Son in faith, submission and love – lest He be angry and they perish in the way. 

Denial of Christ Today In the Church

For John’s readers, antichrists are people from within the church who leave and abandon the apostles, and who now oppose the church by embarking on a vigorous mission of teaching falsehood, denying that Jesus is the Christ.
We have the same thing to deal with today. There are those in the Church that are very influential and teach false doctrines about Christ, about the nature of God and the world. Open Theism is growing in popularity among Evangelicals – and turning much of the biblical teaching about God on its head. 

Ostensible Conservatives Temper Longman & Peter Enns both have a difficult time with the biblical record of creation (as John refers to it as “the beginning”) – and while wanting to be faithful to the Bible they are in effect more faithful to the world’s conception of reality. If there is real reason to doubt that God created a literal Adam from whom all mankind descended isn’t there also reason to doubt the Bible’s claims about the second Adam – Jesus the Christ, the God- man? Perennially, this has been the crux of the matter. Is Jesus who He claims to be? Is Jesus who the Apostles and the NT claims Him to be? If not, we remain in our sins for He could never be the biblical sacrifice for our sins, nor could He forgive sins. If Jesus is not God in human flesh – we have no hope in this world or in eternity. But if He is the God-man He is the Lord of all as the Creator-God, and the Lord and sustainer of all things. As J. Gresham Machen said in “On the Deity of Christ”:

But now is Christ our Saviour, the one who says, “Thy sins are forgiven thee,” revealed as very God. And we believe. Such a faith is a mystery to us who possess it; it seems folly to those who have it not. But if possessed it delivers us forever from fear. The world to us is all unknown; it is engulfed in an ocean of infinity. But it contains no mysteries to our Saviour. He is on the throne. He pervades the remotest bounds. He inhabits infinity. With such a Saviour we are safe.
I’m not saying that all those who have an old earth view of Genesis have denied that Jesus is the Christ – but I do know that it is a first step that has been taken over and over again in the last 150 years that has led to questions about who Jesus really is. It has produced the Quest for the real historical Jesus – a Jesus that was a very good man and excellent teacher – but God He most certainly was not. 

Usually, it seems, false teachers in the church are those who want acceptability with those outside of the church. As John says in 4:5, they are “of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them.” Why else would they want to deny the very truth of scripture and Christ Himself? Faithfulness to Christ and His word is not faithful to what the world “knows” to be true – therefore the truth needs to be modified. 

These false teachers in the Church are liars about the truth and should not be heeded. We don’t need their new version of the truth. 

The power of Verbally confession and  Practicing Righteousness (2:28-29)
Peter’s (kiss) confession – Matt 16:13-18

During the ministry of Jesus the disciples only progressively understood who Jesus was – along with the other people that encountered Him. At one point, in Matthew 16, we see that Peter confessed the Son – kissed him in faith:

When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. Peter, kissed the Son in faith by His confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.

We need to continually, verbally confess that Jesus is the God-Man. We will be regularly singing or saying one of the creedal confessions that they Church as used to declare the truth about Jesus. Doing so in worship is a way of saying before God, on another and the world that we believe, by the anointing of the Spirit, all that God’s word says. Confession of faith then is a pathway to faithfulness. 

When a person becomes unfaithful to Christ and His word – It is generally first by the way they live and then with the confession of their mouth. Thus, John in 2:28-29 says that the children of God will demonstrate their faithfulness to Christ by practicing righteousness. 

I know of a young man that became unfaithful, practicing unrighteousness in horrible ways and ended up denying Christ.  He has recently come to repentance, and the sentence of excommunication has been lifted by the church he was a member of. One of the things he did was to write a confession of faith. He wrote:

I confess God as the author of all being.

I confess Jesus as the Son of God.

I confess that man lies in need of redemption.

I confess Jesus has provided that redemption

  through His death and resurrection.

God is good in all things.

God speaks in all things.

Hallowed be the name of the Lord.

Who do you say that Jesus is? Is He the God-Man, God in human flesh that is reconciling the world unto Himself and rules all things for the glory of the Father? Is that your confession both here in church and every day? Is your confession of faith lived out by practicing righteousness? May God grant to each of us that we will remain faithful to Him to saved us – and reject all those who are in any way against Christ our Lord. 
 Closing Prayer

Our heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son, the Word of Life and for the anointing we have from the Holy Spirit. We ask you to continually confess Christ Jesus in both word and deed, so that we will live eternally for you. Enable us to overcome the anti-christs of our day, and to not only avoid their lies, but defeat them.  As we bring forth our tithes and offerings to you, help us to make them tokens of our very selves – so that we will go forth from here in grateful service to you and one another. For we pray in the name of blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.

Communion Talk

Right after the Last Supper the disciples had with Jesus we learn that Judas had plotted to betray Jesus. Matthew 26:45-50 says:

Then He came to His disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.  Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand.”  And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and elders of the people.  Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize Him.”  Immediately he went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed Him.  But Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have you come?” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and took Him.

As we go out from the Lord’s Supper – how are you, the friends of Jesus, confessing Him before the world? Are you sometimes like Judas who looked good to the other disciples (the church), but finally and completely betrayed the Lord with a kiss? Are you like Peter and boldly confess and kiss the son? Although Peter denied Jesus later that same night – his later repentance and restoration to the Lord caused Him to be a mighty man of God to proclaim the truth of Jesus. May God grant that we continually kiss the Son by faith and faithfulness.
Final Scripture Reading 

Luke 12:8-12
“Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God. But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God.  
“And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but to him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven. 
“Now when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how or what you should answer, or what you should say.  For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” 

1

