Do You Love The World?
1 John 2:15-17
Doug Hayes, June 6, 2010
Do not love the world or the things in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 
And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

John’s message throughout his first letter is to provide his readers with assurance that they know the Father because Jesus has not only revealed Him to them, but also their sins are forgiven. Those who know the Father and His Son Jesus are those who keep the commandments of God – specifically to love one another self-sacrificially just as Jesus loved us. 
As I mentioned last week, John draws grand distinctions between those who are in the light and those who remain in darkness; those who speak the truth with their lives and those who speak lies with their mouths and the way they live; those who know Him and those who don’t; those who keep God’s commandments and those who don’t; those who love and those who don’t. For this reason, John includes vv. 12-14 to give his dear children in the faith assurance of their Christian standing in Christ. They are, indeed, in the new age of life and light – he does not want to give them the impression by what he had said so far in the letter that they are still in darkness and do not know God. 
In our text for today, he takes back up his discussion of discontinuity, the antithesis, between those who remain in darkness and walk blindly in the dark – not knowing where they are going – and the children of God who walk in the light of Christ. In vv. 12-14 John declares without equivocation that all of the children of God have their sins forgiven for the sake of Jesus’ name and that they have known the Father. He addressed and assured the older and more mature members of the family of God that they have known the Father in a more profound and experienced way and can provide wisdom and guidance to the younger people of the church. To the younger folk members of the family of God John asserted that they have overcome the wicked one because they are strong in the faith and the world of God abides in them. 
Now in vv. 15-17 John, by way of command, warned the family of God about the possibility of sinfully compromising with and following after the patterns of the wicked one and the world that is opposed to God. The world of darkness apparently is still, for the children of God, something to be very aware of and concerned about. Although we are, in some sense, those who have overcome the wicked one: John’s warning indicates to us that we must continue to battle the wickedness of the world, especially within ourselves.
I. The World
In order to have a proper understanding of how we are to apply this passage to our lives we need to carefully understand what it is that John is saying and what he is not saying. It is easy to go off the rails on this passage based on a misunderstanding of what John is saying, and end up with a wrong view of the world and what it is that we are not to love. In order to understand John we will primarily focus on how John uses the various words in this passage here in John, and the other writings of John. Since John commands that we not love the world – it is important to start with what he means by world.

a. The World that God loves

The word World 23x 2:2, 15, 16, 17; 3:1, 13, 17; 4:1, 3, 4, 5, 9, 14, 17; 5:4, 5, 19 – and many more times in the writings of the Apostle John (80 times in John; of the total 235 uses John has over 130). He used the word world with a wide range of meanings. 
John 1:10 tells us that the world was made by Jesus, the Word of God – and we know from Genesis that God called His creation good. 

John 3:16-17 says that God loved the world, and that it is the object of God’s saving purposes.

John 1:9; 8:12; 9:5 tells us that Jesus came into the world and is the light of the world

John 4:42; 1 Jn. 4:14 Jesus is the savior of the world, and 1 Jn. 2:2 we see that by His death He is the propitiation for the sins whole world.

John 1:29 says that Jesus is the sacrificial lamb that takes away the sins of the world.

In various places the word refers to Humanity or creation that is the object of God’s love. We are to share the love of the Father for the world, which expresses itself in self-sacrifice for the salvation of the world. Jesus did not love the world in the sense of being seduced by it, or seeking to conform Himself to it, or walking according to the pattern of the world. But He did love the world by seeking to save it. He loved the world by opposing it, challenging it and ultimately giving Himself for it. He loved the world so much that he died to transform it into something better. Love for the world in 1 John 2 does not refer to humanity in this sense; nor does it refer to the creation as such. John is not saying that we should despise creation.   (Leithart, p. 79). 

The word world in 1 John 2 does not refer to humanity in this sense, nor does it refer to creation as such. When John condemns the love of the world he is not saying that we should despise creation. We should love the creation and what God has made for us – and for His glory. From one perspective – failure to love what God has given to us in the world is a failure to love God properly. How can my loving heavenly Father be displeased with me when I properly love His gifts? We love and joy in God best when we love and take joy in His expressions of love to me.  We love my loving heavenly Father all the more for the gifts that He has given us to love. Our love for the world can and should extend to cultural as well. It is good and proper for us to love beautiful art and song, delicious food and family camp, our country, wondrously made architecture and good movies. All of these are gifts from God to us, His beloved children. In themselves, all of these things come from the hand of God and are to be received with thanksgiving and joy.
b. The World that hates God

What does he mean by “world” that we should not love? In some places John refers to humanity that is organized by the ruler of this world in its hostility toward God (Jn. 12:31; 14:30; 16:11) – specifically, Judaism in its opposition to Jesus. John 15:18-16:4:

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father. But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’ “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning. “These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble. They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service. And these things they will do to you because they have not known the Father nor Me. But these things I have told you, that when the time comes, you may remember that I told you of them. “And these things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you. 

This must, in some sense, be the immediate context for John’s exhortation not to love the world: 1st century Christians were tempted to revert to Old Covenant patterns and standards, to maintain distinctions between Jews and Gentiles, and to adopt the fleshly ordinances of the Old Covenant. Do not love the world that is passing away. The world of the 1st century hated the Son, and therefore did not have the Father either. 

The “world” also had a wider application in the 1st century as well. From the time of the exile of Israel to the coming of Christ – God set up a new world system, with the Gentile empires as much of the focus of God’s attention, with Israel dispersed among the nations of the world and, finally, with the Romans ruling the land of Palestine. With the coming of Jesus the Messiah all of this began to change. The age of the empires was passing away, along with the distinctly Jewish way of living (v. 17). With the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD the old world of Israel, and the old empire system would come to an end. Rome continued for a time, but ceased to be a protector of God’s people. The church would become the new ruler of the world over time. 
c. The World we are not to love

Both the Jewish and the wider world in the early church were under the dominion of the wicked one – Satan, the devil. 1 Jn. 4:4 “You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” 5:19: “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.” It was a world organized in opposition to God’s breaking into history in Jesus Christ. It was a series of world systems that, by their nature, were anti-Christ, against Christ. Whether Jewish or Gentile – the world, inspired and ruled by the wicked one, was the environment in which John’s readers lived. And our text before us commanded them and us to avoid conforming ourselves to anything in the world that is not of God. 
John’s warnings continue to be relevant to us as well. Any religious, cultural, political, social or economic system organized in opposition to or indifferent to God is not to be loved. As we will see in chapter 4, the “spirit of the antichrist” had gone out into the world, and there were many false teachers that actively opposed Christ and were not to be believed or followed in Christian living. Anyone, or any system, or anything that is not in conformity to Christ is against Christ
II. Loving the world vs. doing the will of God (vv. 15 & 17)

Too often, the love of something is reduce to the idea of some kind of irresistible urge – as if we have no control over it. But in 1 John, love is something that we are both command to do (2:3-11), and not to do (2:15-17). It is not something we just fall into or out of – as if we are passive in love. No, we are commanded to love God and one another; and we are commanded not to love the world that does not know or love God. To love is something that we should do self-consciously – purposely and in submission and obedience to God.
We also tend to think of love a merely a matter of our hearts, as if it could be tucked away from the way we live. The truth is that what and whom we love will determine how we act and live. Notice in our text that v. 15 is connected with the end of v. 17: We are commanded not to love the world, which is connected with doing the will of God. Those who love the world, then, do not do the will of God. 

This is important to remember – because our love for God will determine how we live; and our love for the world will also determine how we live. How we live reveals what we love. Those who love God will not love the world in its anti-Christness, its against-Christness. Conversely, v. 15 tells us that those who love the world do not have the love of the Father in them (either in the sense of the Father’s love for them or their love for the Father). Love for the world and love of the Father are mutually exclusive. 
III. What is in the world not to be loved – Lust (vv. 16 & 17)

What then is John commanding when he said, “Do not love the world or the things in the world”? “All that is in the world” is described by John in v. 16-17 as desires – lust: the lust of the flesh, the eyes and the boastful pride of life constitutes what is in the world that is not to be love. 
Interesting is the fact that he refers to “things” of the world. The stuff of the world should not be loved in such a way that we do not do the will of God. Ipods, cars, fine clothing, the internet, political and economic systems, the stock exchange, Facebook, checkbooks, bookstores, shopping malls and fishing poles - are all morally neutral in themselves. It is how they are used that determines if they are properly used for the will of God. We can enjoy and desire all of these to the glory of God. John encourages us to penetrate below the surface of cultural life to the desires that they are provoking in us by the “things” of the world. We are encouraged to ask what desires are embodied in the products of human desires. 
More often than not we read this text as saying that we should not have a lust of the flesh and eyes and boastful pride in life – which of course is true. But John, in the first place, is not talking about our lust – but the lust of the world. V. 16 indicates that it is the desires and boastfulness make up the content of the world. The world is the source of desires and boasts – these do not have their source in God the Father, but are from the world. The lustful desires make up what the world is – but what is more, the world also produces and provides desires and boastfulness. Desire is the guiding principle of the world – so that – The world John is describing is both a product of desires and boasting, and also encourages desires and boasting. 
What John is saying is that the world is a collection of desires that are not brought into submission to God’s will, so that both what godless men desire and how they act as a result should not be loved by us. Sinful human culture, its institutions, practices and products are all externalizations of evil desire or boastfulness. And these lusts and boastings are temptations to us as well. 
a. The lust of the flesh

There is no condemnation in the Bible of our flesh, or bodies as inherently evil. There is no hint in the scripture that enjoying things with our body is necessarily sinful (much of the teaching in the church to the contrary). After all, one of the fundamental confessions of the Christian faith is that Christ has come in the flesh (4:1-2) All things that are given to us by God are to be received with thanksgiving. That includes sexual relations in marriage, good foods, good music, and restful sleep. But to desire or to enjoy any of these things without reference to God and His Word is condemned here as sinful love of the world. The lust of the flesh that is not to be loved leads to sinful sexual behaviors of all kinds, gluttony, sloth, having wrong priorities so that we don’t do what is good and necessary – but choose instead what is pleasurable. 
b. The lust of the eyes

The eyes are the organ of sense through which much of our sinful desires are incited. The desire or lust of the eyes can be thought of as the desire to watch things which give sinful pleasure, as in the case with pornography, or movies that enthrall us but do not edify us. It could be a reference to seeing things that cause us to covet what we do not have. It could be a creating of desires for things that we would otherwise be ignorant of. The evil works of darkness are things that we are to have no fellowship with – and it is even shameful to even speak of those things that are done in secret – things that are not fitting for saints, children of God.
c. The pride of life

The pride of life is a sinful boasting – a bragging of what a person thinks he is or what he has – a seeking to impress people. The result of such pride is referred to later in 3:17 “But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?” Why do you drive the car you do, or wear the clothes you do? Do you think that how much you make defines you, and makes you somehow better than someone else? Are you so proud of your accomplishments that you are always eager to talk about yourself? These attitudes and actions are the pride of life that manifest a love for the world.
CHECK TIME
IV. The temporality of the world – The Permanence of doers of the will of God 

In v. 17 John tells us that all of the things of the world, and the desires of the world are passing away. The culture of the world is being replaced by the Kingdom of God. Don’t love the world’s systems (capitalism, democracy, Republican politics, materialism, the American way of life) – these will all be gone. What will remain are people who love God and one another and do His will. Do not love the stuff of the world in sinful ways – because all of it will mean nothing to us in the ages to come. Use the stuff God has given to us in the world to glorify Him and to enjoy Him forever. Use your stuff to serve people with. All other orientations will pass away. The desires of the world will pass away and will mean nothing to everyone in the end. 
John is not calling us to somehow not live in the world. Jesus said that we are to be in the world, but not of the world. While we are in the world we must have Jesus be our first love and to set aside all love of the world that in any way diminishes our love and obedience to God. This can also come in the form indifference to God – which is one of the effects of loving the world and the things of the world. We cannot allow the world to so seduce us with its desires that we no longer desire Christ as we should – no longer obey God as we should. 
What I believe John is commanding us to do is to carefully and self-consciously evaluate what we love – what we desire – and what impacts our desires have on how we live. Don’t just go with the flow of our culture. We need to think long and hard and deeply about how the world is impacting us. What desires, for example, lie behind the technology revolution that has so changed our world. Computers are in everything these days. We might say the desire to make communication more efficient and faster and widely available is a good thing – as I do. However, there are those who hope to create a new human race. Recently I saw an article about a research group that created a computer program that changed the DNA of bacteria. They said that their hope is that we can create programs that will change the nature and genetics of humanity. Imagine that – a new humanity without any need for Christ! I saw an ad yesterday for Facebook that said that in the past people had about 50 friends in life – now, the average person as over 200 friends that are meaningful to them. Technology has given the impression that we can have a significant and meaningful community life with people that we have never had any physical contact with. Virtual community! Is this what we should desire?
What about advertising? I don’t oppose advertising and marketing in principle – but do the constant bombardments of advertisement cause us to love God more, or love the world and the things of the world more? You can’t go into a mall anymore without seeing things that you should be embarrassed to see. Could it be that the desires incited by such things is a love of the world? Forget immodesty for a moment – what about desires for the latest designer clothing, or the latest gadget? I’m not saying that we cannot have or want such things – but do our desires for such things cause us to forget the poor, go into debt foolishly, or think that we can’t afford to give God His tithe?
How about our entertainments? How do they shape our desires in sinful ways? Certainly there is the pornography problem. But what about movies and TV that desensitizes us to the sinful works of darkness, or violence, or filthy speaking. Could it be true and some, or even quite a bit of what we call entertaining, would not be so entertaining if Jesus were sitting next to us sharing our popcorn? We think we can protect ourserlves by evaluating the worldview of a particular book or film. We watch a movie, read a book or listen to a song, and see that it encourages vengeance, violence, greed or sexual desire and say to ourselves that we are not influenced by it. We think we are safe – but too often we are kidding ourselves. We need to be self-conscious about the world – and realize that it too often shapes us in subtle ways – evoking desires that go deeper than just the message that lies on the surface.

Does the world determine what we desire – or does the word of God. We need to ask ourselves continually – Why do I want this or that? Why do I like this song? Why do I like this movie? Why do I want that new car or those cute shoes? What kinds of desires are awakened in me by the world? 
Contrast of loves: Make an honest assessment of what you love. Make of the list of the godly loves you have and a list of the ungodly loves that you have. Do the godly and ungodly ever come in conflict? When they do which ones win?

Do you love the Lord and one another more than you love the world?
John’s command, then, has to do with your orientation toward the world. Do you love the world as God does (to self-sacrifically change it)? Or do you love the world sinfully as one who does not have the love of the Father in him – one who needs to be saved from the world? May God give us such a love for Jesus that we can self-consciously reject love of the world that opposes Christ our Lord. 
 Closing Prayer

Our heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son, the Word of Life. We ask you to so fill us with the life of Christ that we are daily more willing to die to ourselves and live for Christ. We pray that you would help us all to live in this world without loving the world. As we bring forth our tithes and offerings to you, help us to make them tokens of our very selves – so that we will go forth from here in grateful service to you and one another. For we pray in the name of blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.

Communion Talk

God has given us so many gifts in this world – Chief among them is Christ Himself – who is represented to us in the supper. In eating this bread drinking this wine – we are taking into ourselves not just tasty food and drink – we are ritually taking, by faith, Christ Himself. He is always to be the one thing we should desire above all other things. He is the one who can satisfy all our desires in this world. Because of His death, resurrection and ascension to the right hand of the Father we know that all things are being brought under His Lordship for our sakes. By our union with Him we know that we will be given all that we need for life and godliness. By His love and grace we have the assurance that He will not withhold from us all good things. This weekly supper is a foretaste of all that God intends to give us, both in this life and the next.
Matthew 26:  The Lord Jesus, on the night in which He was betrayed for us fellowshipped with his disciples:
26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed 

Father of mercies, thank You for the gift of this bread, which we confess provides us with the body of Your Son Jesus Christ.  We ask You to enable us to eat of it in faith, and to be made more fully members of His heavenly body, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
…and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”

27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 

Father of mercies, thank You for the gift of this wine, which we confess provides us with the blood of your son our Savior.  We ask You to enable us to drink of it in faith, and to be conformed more and more to the image of His death, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
This is the cup of the new covenant in the blood of Jesus which has been shed for you.  May the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious Blood strengthen and preserve you in faith, knowledge and victory - even unto eternal life.

Scripture Reading 

Mark 10:13-31

Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed them. 
Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’” And he answered and said to Him, “Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth.” Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible.” Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, we have left all and followed You.” So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time—houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 

Benediction:

Num. 6:24-26

“The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make His face shine upon you, 

And be gracious to you; 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, 

And give you peace.” 
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Do not love the world or the things in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 
And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 
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