Knowing that We Know Jesus
1 John 2:3-11
Doug Hayes, February 14, 2010

The sermon text for this morning is 1 John 2:3-11:
Please stand and give attention to the reading of Christ’s Word to us this morning. 

3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God 1is perfected fin him. By this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 
7 2Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard 3from the beginning. 8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining. 

9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church!

Prayer of illumination

Almighty and ever-loving Father, who has made known the incarnation of your Son by so many witnesses that our faith in Him is neither vain nor without hope in this life or the next. Bring light to our darkness, and give us understanding to that we may live according to the light of the Word of Life, even our Lord Jesus Christ.    Amen. 
Please be seated.

For those of you that may have forgotten – Today is Valentine’s day. We know almost next to nothing about the personage that became famously known as Valentine, a Priest probably in Rome, later named a Saint of the Church by Pope Galasius on February 14th 496. Most of what is thought to be known is shrouded in mystery and legend. He is thought to have live in the later third century, and was martyred by the Emperor Claudius II. Some believe it was because of his testimony for Christ. Some stories say it was because he continued to perform marriage ceremonies after Claudius outlawed it because he believed unmarried men were better soldiers. Other stories include him falling in love with the daughter of one of his jailers after he healed her of blindness; and that he helped people escape from the cruel Roman prisons to return to their loved ones. Whatever is the case, by the early Middle Ages, Valentine was one of the most popular Saints in England and France. For centuries people have associated this day with communicating love and affection to people. A worthy thing to do, which sadly has been so commercialized that it bears little resemblance to the celebration of the cardinal virtue of Christian love. 
This morning I want to take the long way to get to our text in 1 John by taking a detour first to Luke 10:25-37. This is a widely told children’s story, known as the “Good Samaritan.”  With this story (which I will paraphrase), Jesus was confronting the same mentality that existed among the readers of John’s first epistle – namely, I can know God and have eternal life without doing what He commanded. A certain expert in the law of God came to Jesus with a perfectly good question: What shall I do to inherit eternal life?  V. 25 tells us that he was testing Jesus. Jesus answered with a question: What is written in the law? How do you read the law in answer to your own question? The man responded correctly: You shall love the Lord your God with all your being, and love your neighbor as yourself (which we know as the Golden Rule). Jesus, then, gave His own answer: “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” 

If this was as far as it went – all would be well. But the man, wanting to justify himself, continued his testing of Jesus: “Who is my neighbor?” Now we get to the heart of the matter. In principle, how can anyone deny the power and truth of: love God and love your neighbor – which is a summary of the law of God? But this is what sinful men do all the time. They qualify their obedience so that they are able to obey it as they see fit. Is this person my neighbor – maybe, maybe not? Is that person not my neighbor, and therefore, someone I am not required to love?
Jesus, wisely, goes on in the conversation with this supposed expert in the law to answer the rhetorical question – Who is my neighbor? – by telling a story. A certain man was attacked by thieves and left half dead (probably a Jew – read “neighbor”). Now it happened that a Jewish Priest (analogous to a Christian pastor or church leader, important religious leader) came upon the man, and passed by on the other side of the road. Again, a Levite (analogous to a seminary professor, Sunday School teacher) came upon the man, and passed by on the other side of the road. Both of these men would have been respected men in the covenant community, may have been on the road to Jerusalem to minister in the Temple or were going to worship. We are not told why they passed by the man in need, but it may have been that they did not want to touch a dead body and become ritually unclean, and rendered unable to go to church. Ostensibly, it was for righteous reasons that they passed by. These respected Jewish leaders, for reasons they thought righteous and godly, did not keep the simple commandment to love their neighbor as themselves.
Then enters the hero of the story – a Samaritan. To understand the power of the story you need to understand how the Jews viewed the Samaritans. These were the low life of society, the outcasts, the mixed race people, the ones who had perverted the true religion of Yahweh, the ones who did not keep the law of God as the Jews thought they should. The Jews did whatever they could to avoid keeping company with Samaritans, and an intense hatred existed between these people. The Samaritans could be likened in our view to Muslims, or, God forbid, a Democrat or some other people that we are fearful or suspicious of in our day. In using a Samaritan for the hero, Jesus was not endorsing the theology or life styles of Samaritans, but intended to scandalize the Jews by saying that even these people can do the works of the law more faithfully than the religious people, even religious leaders, of his day – all who claim to know and love God.

You know the story, the Samaritan had compassion on the man, and self-sacrificially cared for him. Then Jesus pressed home to the expert in the law the point of the story in vv. 36-37: “So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
Notice something important in the story? The question before them was: Who is my neighbor? Who am I supposed to love according to the law? The answer we expect from the story is: the man who was robbed and beaten. My neighbor is one who could make me unclean. My neighbor is one that can distract me from good religious things I am doing.  But Jesus asked the lawyer, “Who showed himself to be a neighbor to the injured man?” Who loved the man as a neighbor should love a neighbor? This is powerful stuff! It confronts the question on both sides. The Jews so hated the Samaritans that they could in no way see a Samaritan as a neighbor – either as a person that would love a neighbor, or should be loved by the Jews as a neighbor. Jesus is saying that if you want to say that you know God and love Him – you have to stop living as was typical of the Jews of that day. If you want to inherit eternal life, you have to love God in such a way that you are willing to love your neighbors as yourself – just as the Samaritan was a neighbor to one who would likely not have been willing to see him as his own neighbor.
Our neighbors are all kinds of people – and we are called to be neighbors to all kinds of neighbors.  This is why we are considering changing our strategy map to read:

Loving the Triune God and our neighbors

Transforming the fallen world

Turn back with me now to 1 John. As we saw last time I was with you, Jesus came in human flesh to bring forth a new humanity. He came to bring light into the darkness of the old covenant way of living. The old covenant way of relating to God was not sinful. It was merely before, or anticipating the coming of the Christ. But when Jesus came, the light of the new covenant illuminated the darkness of the old covenant so that those who would be true believers in Yahweh would need to believe in and live for Jesus. Jesus came as the light of the world to bring forth a new humanity that has come out of the darkness and into His glorious life – eternal life. As we saw last time, in vv. 6-10, John reveals the contrast between those in the light and those in the darkness by confronting three false claims/ideas held by those who remain in the darkness, yet want to claim that they are in fellowship with God. Being self-deceived, they claim to: 1) have fellowship with God, but walk/live in darkness (without Jesus as their Lord), 2) they claim to have no sin in the present, 3) they claim to have not sinned in the past. By lying and deceiving themselves, they are people that deny that they need Jesus or the forgiveness of sin provided by His bloody sacrifice. 
As you can see on your outline, 1:5-2:11 is a structural unit. 

A.   Light and darkness 1:5-7

B.
Sin and forgiveness 1:8-2:2

C.
Keeping the commandments 2:3-5

D.
Walk as he walked 2:6

C’
The new commandment 2:7-8


[No B’ on sin and forgiveness]

A’
  Light and darkness 2:9-11
In the A sections we see the theme of light and darkness. In 1:5-7 John passes on the message that God is light and therefore the source of new creation life through Jesus, the Word of life. Light exposes the works for darkness, showing that the God of light is also the judge that deals with sin and brings new life to those who come into the light of Jesus. In 1 Jn. 2:9-11 we again see a series of contrasts between those in the light and those in the darkness. John says that we can know that we are in the light and have fellowship with God (who is light 1:5) and one another, unlike those who think they know Him and are in reality walking in darkness. 
Peter Leithart points out in this structure that the B section dealing with sin and forgiveness in 1:8-2:2 does not have a corresponding section in 2:3-11 – and the absence of a return to the theme of sin must be deliberate…and is a structural hint of John’s later teaching about believers and sin in chapters 3 and 5. 

3:6 – Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 
3:8-9 – He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.

5:18 – We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him. 
As Leithart says, “For John, walking in light and love and obedience produces a life without sin (in the sense that John means it– active, high handed rebellion that so rejects Jesus that it chooses the devil as its father)…Our sins are forgiven and removed, so we can walk unencumbered. “Sin” is wiped from the text, just as sin is wiped away when we confess” our sins and God is faithful to cleans us from all unrighteousness. This will all become clearer as we get further along in John’s letter.
In 2:3, John answers the question: “How do we know that we know Jesus?” To us modern evangelicals, his answer seems startling: We can know that we know Jesus if we keep His commandments.” What is astonishing to us about this statement is that he did not say something like: If you believe the gospel, apart from works, you can know that you are saved. Our desire to preserve and proclaim the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith, apart from works, has left us feeling uncomfortable with words such as these in 1 John 2:3. 

John says, in effect, we can know that we know Jesus, and that the blood of Jesus cleanses us insofar as we are walking in the light, which means obeying the commandment by having loving fellowship with one another (2:10-11).  

One commentator wrote: “The trust of his letter is to insist that Christians must be obedient if they are to be real Christians at all. If we claim to be disciples of Jesus but consistently and impenitently disobey him, we are liars. It is really that simple” (Leithart). The chart on the handout shows the false claims of the self-deceived liars in the darkness in the left column, and describes in the right column those who know Him and walk as Jesus walked in the light.

1 John 2:3-11

	False Claims of Knowing Him – In the Dark
	Knowing we are In Him – In the Light

	3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.



	4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
	5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.

	6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.
	7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning.
8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.
(cf. John 14:15, 21; 15:10 - John 13:34; 15:12)

	9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now.
	

	11 But he who hates his brother 
is in darkness and walks in darkness, 
and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
	10 He who loves his brother 
abides in the light, 
and there is no cause for stumbling in him.


Three times (in vv. 4, 6, 9) we see the words “He who says,” speaking for those who claim “know Him” and be in fellowship with Him, but demonstrate they do not know Him because they do not walk as Jesus walked. How did Jesus walk? Jesus walked in love. Jesus taught true love to the Jewish lawyer, and walked in that same love He taught. Disobedient Christians lie with their lives. Although they profess to know Jesus, they reject Jesus because they believe that they are in the light and do not sin and yet they remain in darkness and do sin. Instead of loving their neighbor as themselves, John says that they hate their brothers and remain in their darkness. Their darkness has blinded them to the truth of Jesus, and they are left without truthfully being able to say that they know Jesus. By way of contrast, those who are in the light are those who can know that they know Jesus because they keep His commandments. Those who keep the word of Jesus are those who have the love of God perfected in them – which enables them to know that they are in Christ. The love of God comes to maturity in those who keep His word (2:5). In emphasizing the connection between love and obedience, John is just repeating the words of Jesus (John 14:15, 21; 15:10).
John 14:15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.

John 14:21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”

John 15:10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.

What "commandments" does John have in mind? In v. 7, John says that he was writing “no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning.” As we saw with Jesus’ interaction with the expert in the law, the old commandment is to love the Lord your God and love your neighbor as yourself. Jesus said, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” 

Then in v. 8 he says, “Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.” The command to love is nothing new. John no doubt is thinking of Jesus' "new commandment" (John 13:34; 15:12)

John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. John 15:12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

The commandment is to believe in Jesus and to love one another with the same self-giving love Jesus showed for us (as we see also in 1 John 3:22-24; 4:21). 
This passage begins with the question of knowing that we know Jesus – it’s a question of assurance, not only of salvation – but primarily about relationship with Him – abiding. Knowing in this context certainly means more than being intellectually persuaded that we are in a relationship of friendship with God. If that is all he was saying, we might think of obedience as part of a checklist that we examine ourselves by. There are two problems with this way of thinking, which go in the opposite directions: 1) We can always find plenty of disobedience mixed with our obedience. Checklists will never give us assurance and a sense of knowing we know. 2) This kind of checklist process can also lead to presumption – I don’t see much problem – I’m doing fine: No adultery-check, no murder-check, I must be doing well. This is the same self-deception earlier in the text.
John is talking about the kind of knowing that means to be assured of, or experiencing fully, in a more existential way. It means having a full experience of being in a right relationship with Him, and that we are assured of being in a right relationship with him. We just know it – as evidenced by the fact that we want to keep His commandments to walk like Jesus did, and love the people that God loves – however imperfectly. Yet, when we hate our brothers, when we disobediently refuse to be a neighbor to our neighbors – our relationship with Him gets all bollixed up. Disobedience by the nature of the case destroys our knowing that we know; obedience naturally gives us comfort and assurance that we know Him and abide in Him.
What John is telling his readers is that to know God and to abide in Him means to obey, and to obey is to exhibit Christ-like love. But the ultimate test of such obedient love is whether we are able to love the unlovely. John’s severity is unrelenting: Those who hate their brothers demonstrate that they remain in the darkness. Those who hate their brothers walk in the darkness of rejecting Jesus, and are blind in this world. Love becomes a genuine value when it is tested, when we much reach beyond ourselves and love someone we do not wish to love – someone we are tempted to reject as our friend – someone that makes us uncomfortable with – someone we feel somehow comfortable to decide is not our neighbor – someone we are not required to love. This is the kind of love that John has in mind. 

It is easy for us to think that John is referring only to his opponents here, to people who exhibited less than godly character – as if they are the only ones that can be haters. They have departed from the truth, denied that Jesus came in the flesh, shown hatred towards their brothers (literally by persecution), and denied that they have any sin in themselves. But clearly, John is speaking to those who are faithful believers. John’s followers, to whom he was writing, are not free to hate those who had departed from them because of their error. They do not have license to hate even though they are in the right theologically and practically. John is saying that faithful Christians will be loving even those who are not being faithful. In this way, John defines for us who our brothers are that we must love in obedience to the commandment of Jesus. It is not merely our friends in the church. It is those whom we are tempted to hate or despise. Even those we are tempted not to love. 

Friends, I am here to tell you that we are not permitted to attempt to carefully define who our brothers are and who they are not – so that we can carefully determine who we are required to love and who we are not required to love. We are not more free to do this than the lawyer who asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” I am to be a brother, we are to be neighbors to all those around us. The commandment to love God is obeyed, in part, by our willingness to love the Samaritans of our world. This means lovingly rubbing shoulders with some pretty ugly folks – Just like Jesus did. Who did He rub shoulders with? Who did He have dinner with? Prostitutes. Tax collecting thieves (treasonous collaborators with the Roman oppressors). Galileans. Sinners. Lions, tigers and bears – Oh My! And it is these, whom the society at large (at least by the standards of the religious leaders) were virtually unwilling be in contact with at all. Let alone love them and eat with them and rub shoulders with them. Yet, Jesus made them His friends. In the words of 1 John 2:
4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.

9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now.

11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

I ask you, brethren, are you willing to keep the commandments of Jesus? Are you willing to walk as Jesus walked? Are you willing to love and not hate those of your neighbors that are in no way like you, or to put it more harshly, are in no way what you would be comfortable to call friend? Or are you like the Priest and Levite that passed by on the other side of the road?
John says that if you want to know that you know Jesus – keep His commandments to love and not hate. On the positive side John is assuring Christians that they can know that they know Jesus by how they love one another. On the negative side – he is trying to cast doubt in the mind of people that think they know Jesus and walk with Him in the light – when in reality their hatred of other believers demonstrates that they are still in darkness and don’t really know Jesus. Are you one, today after hearing the words of John, that is assured that you know Jesus because you are self-sacrificially loving all of your neighbors (even imperfectly)?; or are you one that should be seeing the darkness of self-deception in yourself, manifested by a refusal to positively love your neighbors – maybe even hating them? John’s words to the church are both powerful comforts and discomforting warnings. May God, by His Spirit, bring us all to more faithfully walk in the light of Jesus by loving the unlovely as well as those who are dear to us. God help us all to know that we know Jesus by the love we have for one another – by that incontrovertible truth of lives lived in imitation of the self-sacrificial love Jesus. Let make this Saint Valentine’s Day be a day of recommitting ourselves to loving all of our neighbors, and expressing it to them by both our words and walk. 
 Closing Prayer

Our heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son, the Word of Life. Through Him we know that we have eternal life. We ask you to so fill us with the life of Christ that we are daily more willing to die to ourselves and live for Christ. We ask you to fill us with your love, so that we may mature in love to the extent that we would be willing to love the unlovely. As we bring forth our tithes and offerings to you, help us to make them tokens of our very selves – so that we will go forth from here in grateful service to you and one another. For we pray in the name of blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.

Communion Talk

No doubt everyone knows that in some ways the Lord’s Supper defines or signifies Christian fellowship in this church. Here at RCC we exercise church discipline when one of our members refuses to repent of known sins, and their excommunication from the church is made manifest at this table. The converse is also true: all those in good standing in the church of Jesus Christ are welcome and strongly exhorted to come to this table of fellowship with Jesus and one another (as we say each week). This table can also be viewed as an indicator of the scope of our fellowship with one another outside of worship. Those whom we fellowship with around this table are also those whom we should also be in loving fellowship with outside of this table. Are there those in the church, or Christians not members of this church that you would not want to have dinner with? Is your relationship with certain people so strained that you would not want, or be willing to have loving fellowship with them around your dinner table – and yet you know them to be at this table? With that kind of feeling and attitude a person should ask themselves if indeed they walking in the light, walking as Jesus walked. Jesus taught and exemplified loving our neighbors and being neighbors to people, even those we would be tempted to walk around to the other side of the road. Today, God calls us to be obedient to Him and to be those who love our brothers and sisters in the Lord, thereby abiding in the light – knowing that we know Jesus and abide in Him. 
Loving the Triune God and our neighbors

Transforming the fallen world

Matthew 26:  The Lord Jesus, on the night in which He was betrayed for us fellowshipped with his disciples:
26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed 

Father of mercies, thank You for the gift of this bread, which we confess provides us with the body of Your Son Jesus Christ.  We ask You to enable us to eat of it in faith, and to be made more fully members of His heavenly body, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
…and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”

27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 

Father of mercies, thank You for the gift of this wine, which we confess provides us with the blood of your son our Saviour.  We ask You to enable us to drink of it in faith, and to be conformed more and more to the image of His death, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
This is the cup of the new covenant in the blood of Jesus which has been shed for you.  May the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious Blood strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.

Scripture Reading 

I Cor. 13:1-7
Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 
Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Benediction:

Num. 6:24-26


“The Lord bless you and keep you; 


The Lord make His face shine upon you, 


And be gracious to you; 


The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, 


And give you peace.”
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A.   Light and darkness 1:5-7

B.
Sin and forgiveness 1:8-2:2

C.
Keeping the commandments 2:3-5

D.
Walk as he walked 2:6

C’
The new commandment 2:7-8


[No B’ on sin and forgiveness] – 1 Jn. 3:6, 8-9; 5:18
A’
  Light and darkness 2:9-11
1 John 2:3-11

	False Claims of Knowing Him – In the Dark
	Knowing we are In Him – In the Light

	3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.



	4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
	5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.

	6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.
	7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning.
8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.
(cf. John 14:15, 21; 15:10 - John 13:34; 15:12)

	9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now.
	

	11 But he who hates his brother 
is in darkness and walks in darkness, 
and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
	10 He who loves his brother 
abides in the light, 
and there is no cause for stumbling in him.


No new commandment: John 14:15, 21; 15:10
A new commandment: John 13:34; 15:12
Outline of The Epistles of 1 John


I.	Incarnation of the Word of Life (1:1-4)


II.	This is the Message: God is Light (1:5-3:10)


III.	This is the Message: Love One another (3:11-5:12)


IV.	Summary & Purpose: (5:13-21)
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